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It has now been decided that, in all cases where the Central Government
Civil employee has been appointed against a post or vacancy which was advertised/
notified for recruitment/ appointment prior to the date of notification for National
Pension System i.e. 22.12.2003 and is covered under the National Pension System
on joining service on or after 01.01.2004, may be given a one-time option to be
covered under the CCS (Pension) Rules, 1972 (now 2021). This option may be
exercised by the concerned Government servants latest by 31.08.2023.
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AIS officers, who have been appointed against a post/ vacancy which was
advertised/ notified for recruitment prior to the date of notification of NPS (i.e.
22.12.2003) and who are covered under NPS on joining Service on or after
01.01.2004, may be granted one-time option to be covered under the provisions of
old pension scheme under AIS (DCRB) Rules, 1958.
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Therefore, members of AIS selected through Civil Services Examination,
2003, Civil Services Examination, 2004 and Indian Forest Service Examination,
2003 are eligible to be covered under these provisions.

The option exercised by the members of Service in accordance with these
instructions shall be placed before the Government of the State on whose Cadre the
member of Service is borne.

This option may be exercised by the concerned members of Service latest
by 30" November, 2023. The members of Service, who are eligible to exercise the
option in accordance with these instructions but who do not exercise this option by
the stipulated date, shall continue to be covered by NPS. The option once exercised
shall be final.

In case the member of Service fulfills the conditions for coverage under AIS
(DCRB) Rules, 1958 in accordance with these instructions necessary order in this
regard shall be issued latest by 315t January, 2024. The NPS account of such
member of Service shall, consequently, be closed with effect from 315t March, 2024.
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